
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) about 
Florida’s School Grading System 

 

Below is a list of frequently asked questions concerning changes to Florida’s system of school grades. Please 

note that the answers are based on current information and may change when technical assistance documents 

are received by the district after the release of the 2015-16 school grades in the summer.  

 

Do all students need to participate in statewide assessments? 

Yes, per Florida Statutes (F.S. 1008.25) all students must participate in the statewide assessment 

system. The national Parent Teacher Association (PTA) has just released a statement describing the 

importance of participating in statewide assessments that can be found here.  

 

The 2014-15 school grades are calculated without learning gains. Should these grades be considered 

complete? 

No. An accurate and fair learning gains measure is critical to identifying the support that schools are 

providing for all students.  

 

When are the grade calculations changing? 

Starting with the 2014-15 school grades, the Florida Department of Education is using a new 

calculation, though these initial grades do not include learning gains measures. The learning gains 

measures will be added for the 2015-16 school grades. 

 

How can a method for calculating learning gains be set when we do not have two years of the same 

assessment and these learning gains are not able to be calculated? 

There are many concerns with the current learning gains measure. It will be critical to evaluate the first 

set of learning gains that will be provided in the summer of 2016 to determine if they are an accurate 

and fair measure of student growth.  

 

How will combination schools, such as K-8 schools, be graded? 

Combination school grades will be based on the highest grade level in the school. If the highest grade 

level is Grade 8, then the school will receive a school grade based on the middle school model. If the 

highest grade level is Grade 12, the school will receive a school grade based on the high school model. 

This means that, for example, K-8 schools will use the middle school model and 6-12 schools will use 

the high school model, but K-6 schools would use the elementary school model.  

 

I have heard there will no longer be ‘trapdoors’ in the grading system? What is an example of a 

‘trapdoor’? 

In the past, schools would receive penalties for not meeting certain requirements. One example from 

the prior school grading system involved learning gains. If one of the learning gain components did not 

hit at least 50 percent, the school could not earn an “A” grade. All trapdoors along with bonus points 

and safety nets have been eliminated from the new school grading system. 

 

Do schools have to be eligible to receive scores in all components in order to receive a school grade? 

No. Schools only need at least one eligible component in order to receive a school grade.  

 

Which students are counted in a school’s grade? 

Students are considered full-time and counted in a school’s grade if they are a part of the school’s 

enrollment in mid-October, mid-February, and then take the assessment at the same school. In 

http://www.pta.org/newsevents/newsdetail.cfm?ItemNumber=4719


addition, students must have a prior year statewide assessment score in order to be included in 

learning gains components.  

 

If the assessment contains multiple parts, students must take both portions of the assessment. For 

example, a student who was present at a school in October, February and the Writing portion of the 

FSA ELA (English Language Arts) test but was not present for the Reading portion of the FSA ELA test 

would not count toward the school grade. This student would not count for the percent tested and would 

not count for ELA achievement or learning gains. 

 

Will the results of students who take the Florida Standards Alternate Assessment (FSAA) be included 

in school grades? 

 Yes. The results of students taking the FSAA will be included in school grades.  

 

Is there a minimum number of students that must be enrolled at a school for the school to receive a 

school grade? 

Schools must have at least 10 full-time enrolled students with scores in at least one school grade 

component in order for that component to be included in the school grade calculation.  

 

What will happen if a school does not meet the 10-student minimum requirement for some of the 

components, but does meet it for others?  How will the grade be calculated? 

If there are not enough students to meet the 10-student minimum in one or more components, those 

schools will receive the average score of the components that do meet this minimum cell size.  

 

For example, a K-3 school would not have scores for Grade 5 Science. They would also not have two 

consecutive years of data for their Grade 3 students and could not receive a score for the student 

learning gains components. This school would receive a school grade based on the average of the ELA 

achievement and Mathematics achievement components only. As long as the school had enough 

students to meet one component’s minimum cell size, they would receive a school grade. 

 

Is there any way that a school would not receive a school grade? 

Yes. A school that does not have 10 qualifying students in any component or that receives a School 

Improvement Rating would not receive a school grade. 

 

In the prior accountability system, high schools received ‘banked’ credit when they received students 

who passed high school assessments while in middle school. For example, a student who scored 

satisfactory on the Algebra I EOC in middle school would have counted as satisfactory for both that 

middle school and the high school they attend. Will this process continue?  

 No. There will be no ‘banked’ scores.  

 

Are there any other resources available to help me learn more about school grades? 

Yes. The updated OCPS Parent website contains many new resources to support parents and 

community members that include recorded presentations, information on graduation and assessment 

requirements, and other important information.  

https://www.ocps.net/cs/services/accountability/Pages/Parent-Resources.aspx 

 

If a student earns an industry certification in addition to college credit through Dual Enrollment, will 

the student be counted twice toward their high school’s acceleration component? 

No, each student can only count once in the acceleration measure. There are also no bonus points in 

the new system. 

https://www.ocps.net/cs/services/accountability/Pages/Parent-Resources.aspx


 

Why is my student in Grade 8 being provided with an opportunity to take a Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) course? 

The acceleration measure for middle school now expects students scoring at Level 3 or above in 

English Language Arts (ELA) or Mathematics to either pass an acceleration opportunity through a high 

school course leading to a statewide End-of-Course (EOC) assessment or through a CTE course 

leading to an industry certification.  

 

Because the acceleration and graduation components are lagged, will the Florida Department of 

Education (FLDOE) go back and revise the school grades once measures for the current year can be 

calculated? 

No, the school grades will remain as they are. The 2014-15 school grades will include 2013-14 

acceleration and graduation data. The 2015-16 school grades will include acceleration and graduation 

data from 2014-15. This also means that the graduation rates and acceleration credit earned during the 

2015-16 school year will not be included until the 2016-17 school grades come out in the summer of 

2017.  

 

There is one exception: middle school grades will include students earning acceleration credit for the 

current year high school statewide End-of-Course (EOC) assessments. For example, the 2014-15 

middle school grades will include students earning acceleration credit from 2014-15 high school 

statewide EOCs (Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, US History or Biology) but students earning 

acceleration credit from prior year (2013-14) industry certifications. 

 

How do students who scored a Level 3 or Level 4 in the prior year receive a learning gain? 

Students who in the prior year scored a Level 3 or Level 4 must do one of the following: 

(1) Receive a score in the following year in a higher level (e.g., a score in Level 4 for a student 

scoring in Level 3 in the prior year) 

 

(2) Increase their relative standing within their level by increasing their score relative to the cut 

score, by one point. For example, if a student is two points above the Level 3 cut in the first 

year, the student must earn a score that is at least three points above the following grade’s 

Level 3 cut. 

 

How will learning gains be calculated for retained students who take the same assessment two years 

consecutively? 

At this time, we have not received specific information about this. In the prior school grading system, 

retained students had to receive a slightly higher gain than other students in the same grade.  

  

How many scale score points does a student have to grow from the prior year in order to make a 

learning gain? 

The amount of points that a student has to grow depends on their prior grade level, the subject and how 

they scored in the prior year. Until there is a second year of scores from the Florida Standards 

Assessments (FSA), we will not have learning gains calculated by  the Florida Department of Education 

(FLDOE). Two years of data are also needed in order to understand how difficult it will be to make a 

learning gain.  

  

Do all students participating in an English Language Learner (ELL) program for less than two years in 

the county have to take an English Language Learner assessment? 



Yes. All students participating in ELL programs for less than two years must be assessed with the 

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment. These students are designated with the code ‘LY.’  

 

How does a student receive a scale score from their performance on a statewide assessment? Do we 

know how many questions a student must answer correctly to receive a particular score? 

Scoring for large-scale statewide assessments does not provide a scale score that is only calculated by 

the number of questions answered correctly. The Florida Department of Education uses Item Response 

Theory (IRT) to score tests. IRT accounts for varying levels of difficulty in the items, discrimination (how 

well an item matches the overall score) and guessing patterns in setting scale scores.  

 

Will students, parents and schools receive a separate score, breakdown, or description of the writing 

component portion of the assessment? 

Yes, for the grade levels taking the Writing portion of the English Language Arts (ELA) assessments a 

separate writing raw score will be provided. Students in Grades 4 through 10 received a “Text Based 

Writing” raw score that was reported separately in the Reporting Category section. 

 

How will I receive scores for my student? 

The Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) has provided samples of the score reports students, 

parents and schools will receive. They can be found here.  

 

Students will not receive a separate achievement level in Writing, and the Writing and Reading portion 

of the ELA assessment will be combined into an overall ELA scale score and achievement level.  

 

What percentage of the ELA assessment is from the Writing assessment? 

Another question and answer describes how scale scores are constructed from student responses on 

multiple questions. Writing is only a portion of the ELA score, and there is not a specific percentage 

dedicated to Writing.  

 

 

 

https://www.ocps.net/cs/services/accountability/Documents/score_report_template.pdf

